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PENNINES TOWNSHIP YEAR END REVENUE & CAPITAL FUNDS REVIEW 2015/16 

 

REVENUE FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Projects Fund £69,500 
Base Budget 

 
£56,818 

b/f 2014/15 

Projects Fund provides a budget to resource larger projects to address local issues/demands to benefit the local 
community and environment across Pennines Township. 
 
This fund was used to support 28 projects consisting of 15 community projects and 13 highways/environmental 
projects.  The variety of projects funded included improvements to Milnrow Library to facilitate the use of the first floor 
for community use; Assertive Outreach Project to deliver an early intervention street and community based outreach 
to young people at risk of substance misuse, exploitation, offending and associated harm; provision of handrails on 
Calderbrook Terrace to enable elderly residents and visitors to use the steps in a safe manner; half term activities for 
children and young people who attend the Cray Junior Activity Club; redesign of the car park on Edmund Street to 
provide two disabled bays and safer ingress/egress; wood sculptures in Hollingworth Lake Country Park; a 
programme of healthy activity, competition and support for young people in every primary and secondary school in 
Pennines with 12 weeks of rugby league coaching and a series of inter-school matches/festival; provision of additional 
seating for Smithy Bridge Library for events and meetings; upgrade the electrical connections at Littleborough 
Memorial Gardens; a project to encourage local people to engage with the natural environment delivered by Rochdale 
Field Naturalist Society involving guided walks to record species and discover the biodiversity; repairs to the perimeter 
walls, steps and drainage at Wardle Bowling Green and Pavilion; support for St Ann’s Morris Troupe members to 
compete in the Greater Manchester Morris Dancing Championships 2016; an event to celebrate Olympic archery gold 
medalist Sybil ‘Queenie’ Newall who was born at Hare Hill House; Read and Feed Project at Smallbridge Library to 
encourage local children to participate in the Summer Reading Challenge and eat healthy, and upgrade Ellenroad 
Engine House to enhance the visitor experience. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £12,562 and committed funds of £50,156 will be carried forward to 2016/17. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Projects Fund is allocated a base budget of £64,500 in 2016/17 (subject to final outturn agreed with Accountancy). 
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REVENUE FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Ward Fund £12,000 
Base Budget 

 
£5,413 

b/f 2014/15 

Each Pennines Township Ward received £3,000 to allocate to smaller projects that would enable activities to take 
place to respond to local issues/demands for the benefit of the local community and environment.  This fund has been 
useful in providing a budget for dealing with issues that necessitated a quick response with Ward Councillors 
identifying projects and approval being sought from the Pennines Township Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
This fund was used to support 11 projects consisting of 6 community projects and 5 highways/environmental projects.  
The variety of projects included the installation of an educational litter bin in Hare Hill Park to educate children to 
dispose of litter correctly and encourage recycling; a contribution to support Littleborough Brass Band competing in 
the National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain; hare and centipede wood sculptures in Hare Hill Park and 
contribution to the creation of a sculpture trail; provision of additional seating for Smithy Bridge Library events and 
meetings; Milnrow Memorial Park CCTV system to deter anti-social behavior and provide a safer environment for 
users of the park; contribution to planters on Rochdale Road, Firgrove to create an attractive floral display in the area, 
and a projector/screen to support Pennine Wine Makers Guild's programme of speakers and events. 
 
Funds of £5,556 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2015/16.  As agreed at Pennines Township Committee 
on 28 May 2015, these unspent funds were reallocated to the Projects Fund to be carried forward to 2016/17 together 
with £4,740 committed funds. 
 

Township Officers recommend each Ward Fund retains a base budget of £3,000 in 2016/17. 

Events Fund £0 
Base Budget 

 
£6,351 

b/f 2014/15 
 

£4,850 
Income/ 

Adjustments 

The Events Fund has been allocated to a number of events in Pennines Township that have taken place or planned to 
be delivered for the benefit and enjoyment of the local community.  These events have included Littleborough 
Rushbearing Festival celebrating the heritage of Littleborough with the traditional entertainment of folk dancing and 
music; Stevenson Square Christmas Festival with a lantern making workshop, sing-a-long carols and a visit by Santa, 
and a celebration of 50 years of civic twinned town friendship.  Events planned for 2016 are Link4Life’s Cultural 
Summer Fun Programme that will provide workshops for children and young people on topics based around music, 
heritage and crafts; a contribution to events and activities to be organised by Littleborough Events & Associations 
Forum and the Big Games 2016 that will provide opportunities for young people to experience diverse and exciting 
sports and leisure activities. 
 
Pennines Township received £4,850 from Rochdale Council’s Feelgood activities budget to allocate to events and 
committed funds of £4,360 will be carried forward to 2016/17 together with unallocated funds of £166. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Events Fund is allocated a base budget of £5,000 to contribute to Pennines Township events in 2016/17. 
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REVENUE FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Town Centres 
Fund 

£0 
Base Budget 

 
£25,000 
Income/ 

Adjustments 

Pennines Township received a budget of £25,000 from Rochdale Council’s Economic Affairs Unit for the purpose of 
assisting the town centres within the Pennines Township to grow, prosper and diversify.  The Town Centres Fund was 
established to support creative ideas and to generate increased business and interest in shopping at the local town 
centres/high streets in Pennines. 
 
This fund was used to support 1 project.  Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2016 is an event to celebrate quality 
food and drink from local businesses with live cookery demonstrations and entertainment with the aim of supporting 
and promoting businesses in Littleborough. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Town Centres Fund retains a budget of £21,750 in 2016/17.  A review of this fund will be undertaken in consultation with 
Members concerning its future remit. 

 
 

CAPITAL FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Capital Fund £69,600 
Base Budget 

 
£28,472 

b/f 2014/15 
 

The Capital Fund has been used to deliver a range of projects that benefit the Township’s community and 
environment, and realise the Township priorities in 2015/16.  Projects were submitted from Councillors, Council 
Officers and the community. 
 
This fund supported 7 projects consisting of 2 community projects and 5 highways/environmental projects.  The 
variety of projects funded included the introduction of waiting restrictions on Eafield Road, Inghams Lane and Lawflats 
& Ramsden Road Junction; installation of a new bench at Railway Street/Huddersfield Road; provision of dropped 
kerbs to facility wheel chair access from Ashbrook Neuro Care Home along Kitter Street to Stevenson Square; 
renovation of Firgrove Pavilion to improve the facilities for local sports teams using the building and encourage 
increased participation in sports, and contribution of funds to Littleborough United Reformed Church for the installation 
of heating and ventilation to toilets and installing banister rails to bring into use the upper floor for community benefit. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £35,779 and committed funds of £24,906 will be carried forward to 2016/17. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Capital Fund retains a base budget of £69,600 in 2016/17 (subject to final outturn agreed with Accountancy). 
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CAPITAL FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Ward Capital 
Fund 

£8,000 
Base Budget 

 
£293 

b/f 2014/15 

Each Pennines Township Ward received £2,000 to allocate to smaller projects that would enable activities to take 
place to respond to local issues/demands for the benefit of the local community and environment.  This fund has been 
useful in providing a budget for dealing with issues that necessitated a quick response with Ward Councillors 
identifying projects and approval being sought from the Pennines Township Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
This fund supported 10 projects relating to highways/environmental issues.  The variety of projects funded included 
the installation of a litter bin on Victoria Street; a CCTV system to observe wild bird activity with the images relayed to 
a public screen located within the Visitors Centre at Hollingworth Lake; grit bins for Abbey Drive/Brown Lodge Drive, 
Mendip Drive and Heath Road; Milnrow Memorial Park CCTV system to deter anti-social behavior and provide a safer 
environment for users of the park; planters on Rochdale Road, Firgrove to create an attractive floral display in the 
area; a guard rail on Halifax Road to prevent vehicles mounting the kerb and children accessing the road at an unsafe 
location, and bollards on Union Road to prevent parking on the footway. 
 
Funds of £514 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2015/16.  As agreed at Pennines Township Committee on 
28 May 2015, these unspent funds were reallocated to the Capital Fund to be carried forward to 2016/17 together with 
£450 committed funds. 
 

Township Officers recommend each Ward Capital Fund retains a base budget of £2,000 in 2016/17. 

Armed Forces 
Fund 

£8,309 
b/f 2014/15 

Pennines Township received a budget of £20,000 for a four year period in 2014/15 for updating and enhancing 
existing memorials and introducing new memorials to commemorate the centenary of the First World War (1914-18). 
 
This fund supported 4 projects that included the installation of new planters at Littleborough War Memorial; restoration 
of Milnrow War Memorial; provision of World War One and World War Two themed commemorative benches to be 
installed near War Memorials across Pennines Township and two new plaques for Littleborough War Memorial to 
record the names of servicemen and women who have died in conflict since the two World Wars. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £106 and committed funds of £6,288 will be carried forward to 2016/17. 
 

 


